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                                                   Iowa Legislative Report
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Iowa Speech-Language Hearing Association

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !! Week 12: March 31 Ð April 4, 2008

Paula Feltner & Mike Heller, Lobbyists!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!
And the countdown continues as the self-imposed funnel (a series of close-down dates) brings the legislature closer to adjournment.Beginning this next week, only 
the following bills are eligible for consideration by the legislature:

 

* Appropriations Bills   
* Ways and Means Bills   
* Bills co-sponsored by Majority and Minority Leaders of one House   
* Companion bills sponsored by Senate and House Majority Leaders   
* Conference Committee Reports   
* Bills passed by both Houses in different forms   
* Bills on the Veto Calendar (Joint Rule 23), or   
* Bills on Unfinished Business    

 
Legislators are striving to adjourn by the 18 of April (in two weeks) although Majority Leader Senator Mike Gronstal has said he would like to be done by the 

11  (one week)- per diem runs out the 22 . There is still MAJOR work to do on the budget and the vast majority of the major appropriations bills have not been 
considered by either chamber (see below).The total budget for the state is over $6 billion and legislators will really have to move rapidly to meet this deadline.
Also, Friday is the date when the Revenue Estimating Conference will release the revenue estimate for the upcoming fiscal year. Revenues are expected to be flat.

       th

th  nd  
   

   
 

SF 2400ADMINISTRATION & REGULATION 
APPROPRIATIONS

Passed the Senate
Passed the House Committee

HF 2662 AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES 
APPROPS

Passed the House Committee

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT APPROPRIATIONS  
HSB 787 SSB 3294 EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS  
SF 2286 FEDERAL BLOCK GRANTS Passed the Senate

Passed the House Committee
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES APPROPRIATIONS  
HF 2647 JUDICIAL BRANCH APPROPRIATIONS Passed the House Committee
HF 2660 JUSTICE SYSTEM APPROPRIATIONS Passed the House Committee
RIIF APPROPRIATIONS  
SALARY &STANDINGS BILL  
TOBACCO TRUST APPROPRIATIONS  
SF 2394 TRANSPORTATION APPROPRIATIONS Passed the Senate

Passed the House Committee
                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                           

The Health and Human Services budget bill does not have a number yet and wonÕt be Òbuilt upÓand printed until probably Tuesday.We do know that the 
provider increase is taken off the table for now due to revenues.The bill does have $238,000 for audiology services for children. We will know more when we 
actually see the bill. The Education budget bill has been printed although not passed out of committee.The comprehensive health coverage bill continues to move 
forward and includes speech and audiology services.

 
  

  

The following is the list of bills of interest that are still alive this year.The list is hot linked to the state and if you are on line hold down the ctrl key and click 
on the left key on your mouse and you can view the entire text of the bill or you can go to the Iowa General Assembly website at 

 
www.legis.state.ia.us click on 

legislation, and enter the bill number.
 
Pending before the Governor
SF 2338 DPH LICENSING BILL SF 2338 
Among other things, moves the regulation of speech pathologists and audiologists into its own Code chapter.
Makes many technical and substantive changes to licensing of health-related professions.Allows boards to consider any criminal conviction of an applicant. Allows 
the disclosure of an applicantÕs criminal history.Gives individual boards the responsibility for health personal statistics., for administering examinations and for 
reciprocity. Combines the licensing of physicians and surgeons and 
osteopathic physicians into a single licensing chapter. Allows a disciplinary hearing to be open to the public only at the discretion of the licensee. 

 
 

 Moves the regulation of speech pathologists and audiologists into its own Code chapter. 

 
SF 2177 DPH BILL SF 2177
The bill codifies the DHA definition of brain injury
Strikes the responsibility for general supervision over the administration of the housing law and giving aid to local authorities to enforce the law. Makes the brain 
injury diagnosis used for the cost-share component of the program the same as the Medicaid waiver for persons with brain injury. Allows the DPH to enter into 
agreements with local boards of health for inspection and enforcement activities for a variety of reasons. Allows the use of the USDA program for accreditation of 
mammography machines and allows a general authorization for the machines. Allows a minor to give consent for medical care for sexually transmitted diseases. 
Requires an inquiry by a medical examiner in cases of non-natural death.
 
Approved by both chambers, in different forms
HF 2212 SMOKE FREE WORKPLACE ACT HF 2212 
Establishes the Smoke-free Air Act and prohibits smoking in public places and places of employment.Makes some exceptions, including for casinos and racetracks, 
some private clubs, tobacco outlets, and several other exceptions.Designates the DPH to enforce the chapter.Establishes civil penalties of $50 for violations for a 
person who is smoking in a prohibited area, and a schedule of escalating penalties for businesses that allow smoking. Allows a private citizen or employee to bring an 
enforcement action.Makes findings concerning smoking and air quality. Allows the DPH to issue a restraining order for being a public nuisance to violators.Gives 
the DPH other duties. 

 
  

 
   

The House approved the bill, 56-44.he Senate approved the bill, 29-21, but in a different form (House amendment             H-8054). The Senate struck the 
exemption for casinos and private clubs, and eliminated the separation distances.

 
 

The House amended the Senate amendment by exempting bars and casinos.           
The House conference committee is Representatives Tyler Olson (C), Cecil Dolecheck (R), Rep. Janet Petersen (D), Rep., Mike Reasoner (D), and Rep.            
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Chuck Soderberg (R). The Senate Conference Committee:Sen. Staci Appel (C), Joe Bolkcom (D), Bill Dotzler (D), Ron Wieck (R), Mark Zieman (R)  
 
Eligible Bills on the calendar
 

MEDICAID INFORMATION SF 2334 SF 2334 
MEDICAID INFORMATION            HF 2604 HF 2604

Allows the sharing of information on health care coverage between entities with the information and the Iowa Medicaid Enterprise to find out if a Medicaid recipient 
has other coverage.Defines the entities that will share information. Requires Medicaid recipients to help the DHS identify third parties which may be responsible for 
coverage. 

  

The Senate approved SF 2334.The House committee approved HF 2604 
 
HF 2539 HEALTH CARE COVERAGE HF 2539 
After being approved by the House last week, the Senate committee approved HF 2539, in a different form.The legislation still sets aside money to cover more 
children (about $25 million over three years) but that parents enroll their children for health insurance.The money 
would be enough to provide health insurance for about 39,000 of the 53,000 Iowa children who currently arenÕt insured.The bill also establishes an electronic health 
information system, the medical/dentalhome model,deals with prevention and chronic care management,and sets up wellness and prevention initiative including 
the GovernorÕs council on physical fitness and nutrition.An advisory group is charged with presenting a plan for coverage to the legislature by December 15.
The Senate took up the bill, but deferred on it until Monday, April 7.

 
drops a coverage requirement mandating  

 
    

 th    

 
HF 2650 INSURANCE MANDATE COMMISSION HF 2650 
Creates a State Health Insurance Mandate Commission.Requires the Commission to make findings on any bill with a state mandate for health insurance before 
approval by a legislative committee.Makes the determination by the commission conclusive for three years.Requires the LSA to make the initial determination that 
the bill includes a mandated benefit.Sets the membership of the committee at 14 and makes the Insurance commissioner, or designee, the chair.Contains other 
provisions.

 
  
  

 
The House approved the bill, 60-39.The Senate committee approved the bill.  
 

Education Bills
 
Approved by both chambers in different forms

HF 2197 TEXTBOOKS ISBN New    HF 2197 
Requires the state universities and the community colleges to post the ISBNs of course textbooks at the campus bookstore and on its website, at least 14 days before 
the start of the term, to the extent possible. The House approved the bill. The Senate approved the bill with an amendment that states the legislative intent that all 
public and private colleges inthe state will post the ISBNs of course textbooks at the campus bookstore and on its website, at least 14 days before the start of the 
term, to the extent possible.Requires the College Student Aid Commission to notify the schools of this intent.

 
 

 
 

HF 2526 SCHOOL PROPERTY SALES New    HF 2526 
Allows a school board to independently dispose of property.Prohibits voters from using any powers to interfere in the actions of the board until the end of the 
calendar year.

 

The House approved the bill.The Senate approved the bill, with an amendment which strikes the prohibition on voter using their power to interfere with the actions 
of the school board until the end of the year and gives the voters up to twelve months after the action of the school board to act.

 

 
Eligible bills on the Calendar
SF 2159 PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SSB 3068

HF 2533 PRESCHOOL PROGRAM           HF 2533 
Requires a child to be 4 by September 15 to enroll in the statewide preschool program.Requires written agreements between school districts and community based 
providers.Does not allows receipt of funding for the program, the need for funding, or enrollment counts to be used to grant supplemental aid or to establish a 
modified allowable growth rate for the district. Requires DOE approval of a program for it to be funded through state education aid in later years.Strikes provisions 
relating to the prorating of preschool foundation aid.Reallocates some FY 2008 funding from a pay-for-performance program to an early childhood professional 
development system.Effective on enactment. 

 
 

  
 

 
The House Education committee approved HF 2533.It has been referred to House Appropriations. 
The Senate approved SF 2159, 47-2
 
SF 2216 CORE CURRICULUM SF 2218 
Requires the State Board of Education to adopt rules for a core curriculum for public and private schools for the 2010-2011 school year for 9-12 and for the 2014-
2015 school year for K-8.Requires a timeline for the completion of curriculum plans by students, including the completion of career information and decision-
making systemRequires school districts to develop core curriculum plans that guide students toward completing the core curriculum by graduation.Allows a choice 
of series and texts. Requires the DOE to do a core curriculum study and to report to the Legislature on measures need to help schools adopt a core curriculum by 
November 14, 2008.Requires that end-of-course assessments be developed in collaboration with AEAs and others, as part of the model core curriculum.

 
  

 
  

The Senate approved the bill.The House committee approved the bill  
 
SF 2251 CHILD EYE EXAMS SF 2251 
Requires that aparent be given a student vision card from the Iowa Optometric Association when registering a child for kindergarten or pre-school programs, with the 
goal of every child receiving an eye examination by age seven.Allows a student to receive an eye exam pursuant to the adoption of an individualized education 
program.Requires the parent to make sure that the student receive this exam.Requires AEAs to work with local organizations to make vision screening available to 
children between the age of 2 and 4.Effective for school years after July, 2009. 

 
   

 
The Senate approved the bill.The House committee approved the bill, with amendments.  The House floor manager is Rep. Mary Mascher
 

HEALTHY KIDS ACT SF 2279 SF 2279 
Creates the Healthy Kids Act. : Directs the State Board of Education and the director of the DOE to take actions to ensure compliance with nutritional 
standards for foods and beverages sold or provided at the school.Requires the Board to adopt nutritional standards for school food. Excludes foods sold for 
fundraising and sold from concession stands.Directs the DOE to work with DPH and convene an advisory panel on pediatric nutrition.Requires the panel to 
periodically report to the State Board of Education. Requires that schools which are non-compliant to submit a corrective plan to the DOE.Requires AEAs to hire 
dieticians. Requires every physically able student to engage in 30 minutes of physical activity per school day.Requires the DOE to work with schools on 
ways to achieve this. : Requires students to complete a CPR course prior to graduation. 

 Food  
  

  
 

 Activity:   
 CPR   

The Senate approved the bill, with amendments.The amendments replaces the 30 minute a day requirement with a two-hour a week requirement and 
establishes exemptions from the physical activity requirements for students in athletics.The DOE must also create a working group with PE teachers and other 
interested parties to develop recommendations on how to implement these provisions and to submit the recommendations to the Legislature by January, 2009 before 
the requirements are effective.

            
 

 
The House committee approved the bill, with further amendments           
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HF 2663 STATEWIDE SCHOOL SALES TAX New    HF 2663

Changes the local option school infrastructure sales tax into a state tax so that the state sales tax is raised to 6%. Excludes the use tax collected on cars so that the tax 
on the sale of cars remains 5%. Requires school districts to approve a revenue purposes statement for spending the funds.Allows voters to petition 
for an election on the revenue purpose statement.Includes as revenue purposes, the reduction of bond levies, regular and voter approved PPE levy, the public 
educational and recreational levy, and schoolhouse tax levy, and spending for infrastructure.Requires the money to be spent in this order if the voters reject the 
school district revenue purpose statement. : Deposits the state tax into the Advanced Vision for Education fund.Distributes the tax on a per-pupil basis, 
but guarantees that each district will receive as much money as it did under the local option tax formula. Establishes a property tax relief fund for money in excess of 
that needed for local distributions.Sunsets the tax as of July, 2029

 Revenue Uses:  
 

 
 Formula   

 
 

The House Ways & Means committee approved the bill, 18-6
 
HF 2666 SCHOOL PROPERTY TAX AID HF 2666
Makes a school district eligible for a repayment through state aid for any reduction in valuation of any assessment on commercial or industrial property, regardless of 
its original assessment and regardless of the amount of the reduction.Effective on enactment.  
 
Eligible bills in committee
HF 2487 TEACHER QUALITY HF 2487 
Increases the allocation for national board professional teaching certification to $915,000 in FY 2009, with up to $250,000 to implement the national board 
certification program.Strikes deadlines for the national board certification registration.Teacher Quality: Allocates $10 million to schools for professional 
development, related to core curriculum, and extends certain professional development changes through 2009. Makes other changes.Requires school with a whole 
grade sharing program to include the disposition of the money for student achievement and teacher quality in the agreement.Salaries:Raises the minimum salaries 
for teachers (beginning teacher, $28,000, first-year career teacher to $30,000) and eliminates other minimum salary language.Other: Defines regular compensation 
when a school district and a teacherÕs union have not reached an agreement for distributing teacher salary funding.Makes the three-year review for teachers subject 
to funding, rather than limited to certain areas.Increases the amounts for mentoring programs to $600 a semester.Eliminates obsolete language. 

  
  

  
  

 
  

The House Education committee approved the bill. The bill has been referred to House Appropriations.
 
HF 2566 DROPOUT PROGRAM  HF 2566
Allows a school to identify 7% of the returning enrollment as dropouts or potential dropouts when asking to use modified allowable growth for a dropout prevention 
program.
The Education committee approved the bill, 13-9.The bill has been referred to House Ways & Means 
 
HF 2623 COMPULSORY SCHOOL AGE HF 2623 
Raises the compulsory school to 18. Requires a student who turns 18 during the school year and who wants to drop out to file a formal notice and to have an exit 
interview. Requires the school to try and determine the reasons that the student is dropping out and to notify the parent of the formal declaration. : 
Requires the DOE to create a working group on compulsory attendance and to gather information on different options to keep students in schools, including support 
programs and financial options for schools to pay for support programs.  Creates the working group as of July, 2008. Effective July, 2009 for the age 
change. 

Working Group

Effective Date:

The bill has been referred to House Ways & Means.The Education committee approved the bill, with an amendment to change the age to 17, and other amendments. 
 
HF 2649 SENIOR YEAR PLUS HF 2649 
Appropriates $3.5 million for a senior year plus program.Establishes a senior year plus program administered by the DOE to allow high school student to take up to 
30 hours of college or advanced placement courses at no cost.Makes changes in supplemental weighting for the program.Contains provisions related to student 
eligibility, requirements for teachers and eligibility of institutions to participate.Allows the use of ICN.Requires the DOE to establish an internet based 
clearinghouse for information.Requires the courses to be available year-round.Creates an audit committee.Requires the DOE to report by November 2008 on the 
measures needed to implement the program.  $500,000 for the internet-based clearinghouse, $500,000 for a data management system, and $400,000 
for internet-based educational courses.

 
  

  
   

 Appropriations:
 

The House Education committee approved the bill, 12-10.The bill has been referred to House Appropriations. 
 

SSB 3294 EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS New    SSB 3294
HSB 787 EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS            HSB 787

 $976 million. $2.5 million. $64.1 million.
$6.2 million,  $391,000,  $3.8 million,  $1 million, $485,000,

 $446,000, $1.5 million;  $55.6 million, $699,000, 
$150,000 . $260.3 million;  $8.72 million,

 $577,000, $180.5 million,  $5.68 million,  $55,000,
$2.94 million,  $600,000,  $250,000,  4200,000,  $1.88 million, 

 $1.59 million, 1.82 million,  $8.8 million, $1.36 million. 
$2.5 million, $21.9 million, $15 million, $1.7 million,

$690,000, $2.59 million, $1 million.  $649 million. 1.26 million, 
 $106,000, $80,000,  $161,000, $90,000. 

 $258 million,  $6.7 million, $2.7 million,  $4.2 million, 
$2.18 million,  $732,000,  $185,000, $68,000,  $903,000,
$794,000,  $47,000, $200,000,  $130,000. $204.1, 
$34.5 million,  $21.9 million,  $490,000,  $221,000, $1 million. $92.5 million,

$219,000.  $9.9 million,  $5.57 million,  $15,000.

Total General Fund  :COMMISSION  FOR BLIND  : COLLEGE  AID COMMISSION Total  Operations & Loans Programs:
Total Grant Administration National Guard Loan Student Aid Teacher Shortage Forgivable
Osteopathic University Iowa Scholar Standing Grant & Loan Programs: Tuition Work Study
Nurse/Cosmetology/Barber DEPT. OF EDUCATION : Total Education Administration Vocational Education 
Administration General Aid Vocational Rehabilitation Independent Living  Vocational Education Secondary

Jobs for AmericaÕs Graduates Administrator Mentoring Entrepreneurs with Disabilities State Library
Library Service Areas Enrich Iowa Libraries Iowa Public Television sIPTV Regional Council  School 
Food Service Early Child Empowerment Early Child Preschool Early Child Other  Nonpublic Textbooks

Core Curriculum Community College:Salaries  :BOARD OF REGENTS Total Office Southwest Iowa 
Resource Center Tri-State Graduate Center Quad-Cities Graduate Center  Midwest Compact Regents Universities:UI:
General Center for Disabilities & Development Oakdale Campus Hygienic Lab Family Practice Program

Child Health Services Cancer Registry Substance Abuse Consortium sBiocatalysi Primary Health Care
Birth Defects Registry Non-Profit Resource Center Ag Health  ISU: General Agricultural Experiment Station

Coop Extension Leopold Center Livestock Disease Research Vet Lab  UNI: General
Recycling Center  Special Schools: Deaf School Braille School Other:  
 
 
 

Paula J. Feltner, Attorney at Law
Lobbying and Governmental Relations

100 Water Street, #402
Des Moines, Iowa 50309

(515) 778-7230
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Planning your summer road trip? Check out .AOL Travel Guides



mhtmlmain: 4/4/08 1:25 PM

mhtmlmain: Page 5 of 8

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                



mhtmlmain: 4/4/08 1:25 PM

mhtmlmain: Page 6 of 8



mhtmlmain: 4/4/08 1:25 PM

mhtmlmain: Page 7 of 8



mhtmlmain: 4/4/08 1:25 PM

mhtmlmain: Page 8 of 8


